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1

A WORLD
DEFINED BY WAR

L

et me be blunt: no matter your age or the relative prosperity and peace of your times, you were born into a

world at war.
This isn’t a new idea, of course, but for many Christians it
remains a distant, inconvenient reality. Do you live with a sense
of priorities and focus that reflects your knowledge? One way
or the other, you probably do.
The Calling and Purpose of the Ekklesia is about identity
and mission. Having carefully built upon the covenantal and
personal appropriation of God’s gift of righteousness in Christ
through Course 1 and 2 (see deanbriggs.com/courses), we must
be careful not to stop in our journey toward maturity in Christ.
We are not just a transformed people, we are an empowered
people, called into community, and delegated with authority
sufficient to the task. That authority derives from a full and

BRIGGS - 4

proper revelation of the majesty and total authority of Christ
Himself.
As in the pivotal passage in Matthew 16 (examined in more
detail later), Jesus asks every generation, “Who do men say that
I am?” For each of us, that is the question.
Joining Peter, we answer, “You are . . .!”
What? What do you see, what is your revelation? What do
you say?
“The Christ!”
Many can answer correctly by rote memory because of Peter’s famous declaration, but such knowledge must come from
the Father. We cannot produce this revelation; we must receive
it. Out of that revelation, Jesus entrusts us with a great mission.
Once we truly, deeply know who He is, He tells us who we are.
“Upon this rock, I will build” — what?
Do you know what comes next?
Is the church the mission, or is it the vehicle of the mission…or is it actually a well-intentioned, misguided substitute
for what Jesus committed to build? Why did Jesus proclaim the
gospel of the Kingdom and why does Scripture constantly show
both natural and spiritual kingdoms in conflict? To what did
Jesus commit Himself in Matthew 16, and therefore to what
should we be equally committed? Is the Greek root word,
ekklesia, really the same thing as our English word, church, or
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is it much, much more? These are the kinds of things I will introduce in this booklet and unpack in much more detail in the
full video course.
While Matthew 16 will be our anchor text, I need to first
pose a broader, more Matrix-ish thought experiment: What if
the relative appearance of order and calm around you — let’s
call it civilization for now, or scientific materialism — was a
carefully constructed mask draped over natural history for reasons both deceptive and false? What if dark and powerful
forces were constantly at work in the world on the other side of
the looking glass, so ultra-skilled in the arts of subterfuge, misdirection and invisibility that you could live your whole life in a
sort of “successful” denial, even while suffering as a casualty of
the war? Lastly, what if the scale and intensity of this war was
not only personal and local, but also global?
Perhaps these questions feel too vague or mystical, so let
me break it down with a real-world example of how we can be
lost and not know it. If you have a map to the city of Nashville
with instructions to find a business at 6th and Broadway, but
you’re actually standing in New York City — even if the address is real in both locations — having a wrong map doesn’t
actually help. You are in a real place, with a real map, but the
map and the goal don’t align.
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After years of research, prayer and new understanding, I
propose that church and ekklesia are actually two different
“word maps” that have led us over many centuries in two different directions with two very different conclusions. One
prefers not to believe the world is at war because that interferes
with our programmatic structure and preference for stability
and routine. The other, ekklesia, is built the for the fight. From
the ground up, one is bent toward the comfort of a false peace,
while the other is built for governance of hostile forces.
To summarize, what if our church paradigm has not adequately prepared us for a world at war? What if we’ve been
duped into thinking we are succeeding with salvations and
Sunday services, while the kingdom of darkness retains almost
unchallenged control of all our most basic social structures?
If true, this is a massive problem, representing a tragic failure of mission on our part.
Visible and Invisible Realities
I grew up as a Trekkie (a fan of Star Trek). If you know the
show, you know that what made the Romulans so dangerous
was their highly advanced “cloaking” technology. An entire
fleet of Romulan warships could be right in front of a Starfleet
vessel yet go completely undetected. Consider the obvious advantage of the element of surprise if you sought to engage in
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direct warfare with an enemy that did not know where you
were, but ponder even more the advantage of deniability if you
wish to achieve other more destructive ends over a longer period of time. On a personal level, if you and I were conversing,
and you began pointing to thin air, claiming with certainty that
a terrible, mass-murdering enemy is right there — where? Oh,
it’s invisible, you say. Uh-huh — would that not invite a measure of scorn and derision?
But should it?
Creation itself tells us we should not so easily jump to such
conclusions. We know on the spectrum of both light and sound
that real frequencies exist beyond a human’s ability to see or
hear. This spectrum exceeds the sensory capabilities of our eyes
and ears. That doesn’t make them false, nonexistent or untrue.
When I put a piece of leftover pizza in my microwave and hit
the Cook button, I don’t actually see that spectrum at work, yet
my food still heats up, because microwaves are, indeed, real. So
if an enemy really does lurk in a part of the spectrum of reality
that lies hidden from our natural eyes, this enemy lives at a
supreme advantage.
Furthermore, if such an enemy were to also be a master of
thought systems, and could carefully constructs a world-dominating paradigm that denied any legitimacy to what could not
be seen or measured, then he would be perfectly cloaked, and in
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such a state, could work and war and spoil and ravage with
nearly unhindered freedom.
So (forgive me), let me restate my question one more time:
What if the world around you — that hyper-rational, mechanistic, self-evident world (the one you have come to believe and
rely upon) — is actually a toxic minefield of hidden enemies
who possess power and unending malice toward you? What if a
Great Rebel, a creature of immense hatred, strength and resources, operates from an invisible dimension with relentless
energy to oppose God and destroy humans, but is cloaked in
such a way to have almost free reign because he is supported by
various “enlightened” thought systems that keep people in denial of this reality.
Worse still, what if the redeemed people of God have been
positioned as an opposing force, but they themselves have
bought the lie? What if they proudly count themselves among
the enlightened ones, sprinkling their faith with just enough
supernatural and spiritual reality to allow God and Heaven to
exist, but not enough to have to look weird to their friends by
acknowledging the realities of Satan and his schemes?
In his letter to the Colossians, Paul talks about things like
“thrones” and “dominions” and “rulers” that are “in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible” (1:15). In 2 Cor. 4:18 he further
admonishes us to see past the cloaking device and “look not to
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the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen
are eternal.”
Scripture has made this war utterly plain. Sadly, we prefer
the veil, the hologram of order, even as it collapses around us.
Rather than accepting the truths of Scripture at face value, we
explain them away, leaving us at a deficit to properly frame the
events of history and the development of civilization from Creation to the Flood to the Tower of Babel to the Call of Abraham
to the time of Christ…to now. Church belongs to one world.
Ekklesia belongs to another, but it will make the most sense if
you see the bigger picture.
This brings us to the lost subplot of Genesis 6.!
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THE LOST SUBPLOT
OF GENESIS 6

T

his chapter may surprise many, so I need to frame it up.
My goal is not to shock, though some of what I will

share is rather shocking. Like many other Bible stories, the passage in Genesis 6 contains primary truths and secondary truths.
Most Christians will be familiar with the primary truths, so we
think we know the story. Nevertheless, important themes and
critical insights lay unmined and unexplored in the secondary
narrative that are meant to help us form a more accurate, more
complete “big picture” of redemptive history.
Since the Holy Spirit inspired the details of Scripture for a
reason, unless you get the whole story, you don’t get the whole
story. Seems obvious, right?
And so, like any good novel, there are plots and subplots
— major storylines and minor storylines that help fill in the
gaps and enrich the total understanding of what is going on.
Sometimes, a clever storyteller will flip them so that by the end
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you will realize the major plot was really lesser compared to
how important the subplot was all along.
The Bible is an engrossing, thrilling, perfectly told story. It
is a priceless gift to humanity for many reasons. Among them,
Scripture is both fearless in its assessments and truthful in its
revelation. In other words, it not only accurately reveals God,
but constantly decloaks the enemy, and continues to do so. If
we allow it, our eyes can be continually opened, and new truths
can be continually revealed. To that end, Scripture doesn’t seem
much to care whether the truth it tells strikes the reader as rationale or weird. It simply is. It is true, but leaves you to decide
what to do with its truth. As such, many Bible teachers avoid
the “weird” parts because they don’t know what to do with
them.
For example, when was the last time you heard a good
teaching on the great angelic rebellion described in Genesis 6?
Probably never. Yet a strong and surprising connection exists
between the events of Genesis 6:1-5 and various religious and
mythological systems around the world that directly inform our
strategy for the Great Commission – along with a complex matrix of important spiritual and geopolitical dynamics related to
the return of Christ.
If the Bible were a comic book, this would be called the
origin story.
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Origin Stories and Why They Matter
Comic book movies are all the rage these days. While
Marvel and DC both put out movie after movie, fans love it
when a movie gives the “origin story” for a particular superhero. Origin stories tell the beginning. How did this character
become the hero they became? How does that affect their motivations and the world in which they live? That is their origin
story.
Genesis is the origin story of the Bible.
Genesis 1-3 is the origin story of creation, existence, sin,
and God’s redemptive promise.
Genesis 12-17 is the origin story of God’s redemptive plan
through the nation of Abraham.
In between, Genesis 6 sets up another origin story more
shocking and less understood than the two mentioned above.
This origin story reveals how evil multiplied in the earth. Literally every evil, every human failing, and every divine response
that will follow in both Scripture and history either generally
stems from the Fall in the Garden, or more specifically stems
from the narrative that extends from the second angelic rebellion outlined in Genesis 6 into the Flood of Noah and the Tower
of Babel in Genesis 7-11. Together, these interconnected events
clarify both the scale of cosmic war and the subsequent reorder-
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ing of world powers that emerged post-Babel, monumental
events which then directly inform the focus of this book: the
founding of the ekklesia in Matthew 16.
To summarize, the origin story of sin in the human heart is
one thing, but the origin story of wickedness in the earth is another. Both are huge, but it is incumbent upon us to understand
the difference! By appreciating the former and not the latter,
and generally attributing all moral wrongs to sin in the human
heart, the gospel has become mostly the announcement of salvation, rather than the announcement of a glorious, triumphant
Kingdom. Genesis 6-11, the second part of the story, articulates
the ancient history of the very powers Jesus instituted and authorized His ekklesia to challenge.
As with many other Bible passages, the scale of the drama
doesn’t always equal the space given to it. While Scripture directly describes the rebellion in these five short verses, it also
massively abbreviates this controversial1 and cataclysmic event
while scattering additional clues elsewhere.2 According to The
Book of Enoch, 200 rebel angels descended in post-Edenic antiquity and became enchanted with the daughters of men.
Knowing the extremity of their violation, they nonetheless
made a pact together to seduce them. According to Genesis 6,
the result of these unions was Nephilim offspring (or giants,
Enoch 7:1–11).
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This sounds so bizarre to modern ears until you consider
that the first redemptive promise God made to Eve was that the
coming Messiah/Redeemer would be a human being, the “seed
of a woman.” The Genesis 6 story represents a second angelic
rebellion likely intended (among many goals) to spoil the fulfillment of that word by intentionally corrupting the genetics of
the human race. In other words, a human Messiah can’t save
anyone if the nature of humanity itself is compromised. The
degree to which they nearly succeeded is evidenced by the
severity of the solution God finally employed: a flood to purge
and reset the planet with the last remaining family of pure human DNA. All the Nephilim — the bastard offspring of “gods”
and human women — were destroyed in the flood.
Here’s the point: “intertestamental literature” (books written in the Second Temple period between the Old and New Testaments and indicative of the worldview of New Testament authors) understood the events of Genesis 6 as being at least as
devastating, if not more so, than the fall of Adam and Eve in the
Garden. Why? Not only because of the moral perversity and
genetic corruption that followed, but because the bene elohim
(translated “sons of God” in Gen. 6:2, i.e. an exalted class of
angels elsewhere called Watchers) brought a variety of dark
knowledge to humans with the intention of further enslaving
them. They taught warcraft, astrology, divination, sorcery, in-
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cantations, sexual seduction, abortion (“the smiting of the fetus”) and more.
But I’m getting ahead of myself. Let’s look at the passage.
Here’s what it says:
“When man began to multiply on the face of the
land and daughters were born to them, the sons of
God (Heb. “bene ha’elohim”) saw that the daughters
of man were attractive. And they took as their wives
any they chose. Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall
not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall
be 120 years.” The Nephilim (‘giants’) were on the
earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons
of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore
children to them. These were the mighty men who
were of old, the men of renown. The LORD saw that
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.”

What In The World Is Going On Here?
When you add additional details from other sources listed
by Scripture as trustworthy, a fascinating subtext begins to
emerge that helps make sense of everything that follows. Here’s
my summary:
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1. An original rebel is present in Eden (the one who becomes known as Satan). First revealed in Genesis 3:1,
Satan has priority in the hierarchy of evil because he
was the preeminent archangel and the first to defy God.
2. Adam and Eve fall prey to Satan’s temptations. This is
the first colossal act of evil listed in Scripture, but it is
not the only one.
3. The second colossal evil occurred after the Fall and before the Flood, when creatures called “sons of God”
(bene elohim) descended from the spirit realm to a particular mountain on earth, had relations with human
women, and thereby produced semi-divine offspring. As
told in 1 Peter 3:19, 2 Peter 2:4-5, and Jude 6-7, the sons
of God that sinned in this way were punished with imprisonment in Tartarus (i.e. “the Abyss”) until the Day of
the Lord, when they will finally be released to unleash
chaos (Revelation 9). However, their offspring have remained in exile on earth all along as wandering evil
spirits of rage and malice with no place in the created
order — being neither fully angelic nor fully human.
4. This is the basis for the many pagan myths of mighty
heroes that are found within the traditions of so many
ancient cultures.
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The fallen bene elohim (also called “Watchers” in apocryphal literature, a term also employed by Daniel in 4:13, 17,
23) are different from the original rebel, but of an elevated class
likely similar to him in stature. The Bible shows us that this
particular set of bad guys did two things to disrupt God’s plan:
1. Raised up a false bloodline of hybridized humans
(Nephilim giants, i.e. demigods) to oppose God’s people
and potentially corrupt human DNA beyond recognition;
2. Supplied knowledge to help humanity destroy itself by
making human depravity more acute. Defeating them
required the purging of their hellish bloodline.
If that is a new concept and too difficult to take in, it might
be helpful to read those verses again. Note the vast and complete evil described in verse 5 that took over the earth as a result
of the events of verses 2-4. Bear in mind that this God-breathed,
infallible record of primeval history spans an indefinite period
of time likely covering hundreds of years, giving this process
plenty of time to spread through the earth like poison in the collective bloodstream of humanity.
As the earth fell more and more under the moral sway of
this great evil through the agency of the rebel angels and their
occultic knowledge, and as generations of humans were physically dominated by the unbridled lusts of demigods of gigantic
stature and appetite, the prognosis looked grim indeed.
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Left unchecked, creation devolved into such a toxic, hostile
cesspool that the cataclysmic judgment of the Flood became
necessary for four reasons: 1) to thwart the rebel angels; 2)
eliminate their blasphemous offspring; and 3) preserve the human genetic code from total contamination, so that 4) the
promised Messiah could come.
Mythic Smoke, Real Fire
Though it sounds strange, all the surrounding, ancient cultures, particularly Sumeria, record a remarkably similar version
of this event: how certain “gods” came down and injected new
knowledge and technology into society, with one notable difference. Every culture outside of Israel celebrated this event for
the supposed advancement and prosperity it brought their societies. For example, in Greek mythology, Prometheus was bound
and punished by the Olympians for delivering the arts and sciences, but to the Greeks Prometheus was a hero rebel. Similar
stories could be told from other cultures of a singular rebel deity, or benevolent coalition, who give knowledge to humans
that was otherwise denied.
Only in Israel, and only in the Bible, is the record clarified
and the truth revealed. The actions of the bene elohim in Genesis 6 were wicked and corrupt, resulting in gross escalation of
darkness and shocking degrees of iniquity among humanity.
The rebellion of Genesis 6 was an act of subversive genetic
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warfare and extreme malice, releasing hybrid humans across
the earth — dread champions who were part human, part demon. Giants multiplied.
Humanity stood at the brink.
Had God not flooded the earth in the days of Noah, the divine image uniquely expressed through our human frame and
DNA might have been lost forever to the machinations of evil.
You know the story, but there’s still new things to see. To
simplify things, I’ve excerpted a few key lines from what follows in Gen. 6:9-18.
6 — “These are the generations of Noah. Noah
was a righteous man, blameless in his generation.” In
Hebrew, “blameless in his generation” can be translated
“pure in his lineage.”
11-13 — “Now the earth was corrupt in God's
sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God
saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh
had corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to
Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end of all flesh.’”

Contrary to popular opinion, God wasn’t acting vindictively, angrily or spitefully against His wayward children. In fact,
God patiently delayed judgment with such forbearance until
only one man and his family remained undamaged, at which
point He had to act to save them!
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14, 17 — “Make yourself an ark of gopher wood…
I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy
all flesh…Everything that is on the earth shall die.”

Through the Flood, He rebooted creation. Rather than permitting His image on the earth to be destroyed, evil would be
purged, and humanity preserved.
18 — “I will establish my covenant with you, and
you shall come into the ark.”

At which point, with the earth swept clean of Nephilim,
and the 200 rebel sons of God bound, Yahweh recommits to a
new creation with a new Adamic family of pure human DNA.
Puts a different spin on things, doesn’t it?
(I will expand this material greatly in the future, but for
now my goal is to summarize key material from my video course
of the same name, The Calling & Purpose of the Ekklesia).
This version of Genesis may be new to your ears. Even so,
it accurately represents not only the worldview of Judaism at
the time of Christ, but also a direct reading of Scripture. While
Evangelicals tend to focus (perhaps rightly in a general sense)
on the broader, more plain narrative of Genesis 6, in so doing
we risk neglecting meaningful sub-narratives that were part of
the framework of those who wrote the New Testament.3
That narrative massively informs both the gravity and
scope of the mission they received directly from Christ, and
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which they attempted to pass on to us in Holy Scripture. It is a
mission that can either be amplified to its full measure, or diminished by ignorance and unbelief.
Intimidated Into Unbelief
Part of Satan’s cloaking device is to make a mockery of
biblical history by pressuring enlightened minds to reject it for
fear of appearing foolish. The supernatural qualities of Genesis
1-11 (Creation in six days, a talking serpent, original sin, dispersion of languages, etc.) are all attributed mythic qualities.
We’re given complex anthropological and sociological reasons
why “primitive man” imagined these grandiose stories to
somehow make sense of the vast mysteries of the world themselves and others around them. As a result, we’re told that
Noah, giants and great floods are ridiculous, fanciful fables;
useless superstitions for modern sensibilities, if not outright
impossible! At most, the “Great Flood” was a local occurrence
that became greatly exaggerated over time. Yet if that’s true, if
it was merely a local flood in the region of the Black Sea, as
some theorize, why are Mediterranean deluge and giant myths
not restricted to Mediterranean cultures? There is no social or
biological evolutionary rationale for this.
Consider: the Old Testament version is but one of some
300-500 different and distinct recollections of the same set of
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events from every continent — literally, all over the world, extending back into Bronze Age and Neolithic prehistory. According to Wikipedia,4 a small sampling of flood motif stories
ranges from various Mesopotamian tales, to Pralaya in Hinduism, the Gun-Yu in Chinese mythology, Deucalion and
Pyrrha in Greek mythology, the Genesis flood narrative,
Bergelmir in Norse mythology, the arrival of the first inhabitants of Ireland with Cessair in Irish mythology, the lore of the
K'iche' and Maya peoples in Mesoamerica, the Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa tribe of Native Americans in North America, the
Muisca and Cañari Confederation in South America, Africa,
and some Aboriginal tribes in Australia. African cultures preserving an oral tradition of a flood include the Kwaya, Mbuti,
Maasai, Mandin, and Yoruba peoples.5
Instead of a mass delusion, the mythological record of a
great flood and of giants seems embedded in human history as
an almost cautionary, sacred memory. It’s baked in. Whether
enlightened minds want to acknowledge it or not, the Flood
remains the most prominent historical fact binding all nations,
cultures, and peoples to one common heritage, made all the
more striking for the uncanny and unaccountable consistencies
over such diverse and far-flung regions.
According to Dr. Duane Gish, there are more than 270 stories about a catastrophic flood from cultures around the world.
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Most of these stories generally share several variations of a
common plot: a terrible flood, often global in scale, usually sent
by a deity or deities to destroy civilization as an act of divine
retribution, a special family saved by a boat, and the repopulation of a new earth. Many involve giants. Similarly, ancient stories of gods consorting with human to produce giant offspring
are common around the world, begging us to explain how such
diverse cultures and languages would share such striking similarities if they did not originate from a single source.
The ancient Jewish historian Josephus documented the
flood (and the reality of giants) as common knowledge among
all cultures of his day: “Now all the writers of barbarian histories make mention of the flood, and of this ark, among whom is
Berosus the Chaldean, writer of Chaldean Monuments,
Mochus, and Hestiaeus.” Josephus added Hieronymus, the
Egyptian writer of Phoenician Antiquities and Mnaseas, along
with Manetho Hesiod, Hecataeus, Hellamicus, and Acusilaus as
historical authors who documented the flood as fact.”
The only case that can be reasonably argued is that the Biblical event of the Tower of Babel sealed this shocking global
purge and the events preceding it into the archetypal memory
banks of humanity. Thus, from the Watcher Rebellion of Genesis 6 to the dispersion of languages at the Tower of Babel, the
same story fractured into many tongues, diffusing its mythic
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essence while degenerating in its details across the various cultures as they began migrating and colonizing the rest of the
planet.
Complicating matters, as part of their judgment, all the
fledgling people groups that separated from on another at the
Tower of Babel were cast away from God’s direct governance
for a time. The nations and empires they eventually formed
were cut off from truth and given over to false knowledge systems under the territorial power of rebel angels. Biblically stated, they became “darkened in their understanding” (Rom. 1:2122).
From this tragic beginning, the gentile nations formed,
whom Jesus would eventually come to reclaim. Yet for a long
period of time, thousands of years, God chose to work in singular fashion. No longer would He work universally among
mankind as He did for the first eleven chapters of Genesis. By
Genesis 12, we see Yahweh choosing one man who became one
nation who produced one royal line from whom the Messiah
and Savior of humanity would eventually come. In choosing
Abraham after the dispersion, God slowly begins bringing Divine Truth and Lawful Order out of the demonic chaos.
The One Who Will Come
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While God patiently proceeds to reintroduce Himself to
humanity through His unique relationship to Abraham and the
forthcoming nation of Israel, His promise remains: Genesis
3:15 will one day be answered by John 3:16. One will come to
crush the serpent’s head.
But then thousands of years pass as humanity groans under
the burden of the dark mastery of their sin and idols.
Until one day…
The Light finally comes, piercing the darkness with hope.
Messiah!
You and I know Him as Jesus (Heb. “Yeshua”), the One
who came to “destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). But
wait! We mustn’t skip ahead too soon, or we will not benefit
from the full impact of the revelation Peter proclaims in
Matthew 16. The Messiah was prefigured in the Old Testament
in many powerful and important ways that revealed His character, values and power so that we would know when He finally
arrived. So in the Old Testament, before God the Son was incarnated as Jesus the Man, the Champion of Heaven had a different name:
Lord Sabaoth.
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3

LORD SABAOTH

T

he most transcendent of all God’s names is YHWH
(‘Yahweh’). It was called “the ineffable name.” To pro-

tect it, it was read aloud as Adonai, “the Lord.” This name,
along with the title Elohim, is frequently combined with other
words. In this manner we obtain the familiar compound names,
such as: “Yahweh-Jireh” (the Lord my Provider), “YahwehShalom” (the Lord our Peace), “Yahweh-Rapha” (the Lord my
Healer), and others. These names are meant to help us understand key components of God’s nature, the sum total of which
is God Himself. Compound names are used about 30 times in
Scripture, with each uniquely combining some aspect of human
need with a corresponding attribute of divine supply (peace,
healing, provision, etc.).
Yet one compound name is far more prevalent than all others, occurring approximately 290 times by itself—nearly ten
times more than all the other compound names combined! This
is Yahweh or Elohim paired with the Hebrew word tzevaot,
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translated “hosts” or “armies.” In English this becomes Lord
Sabaoth, the Lord of Hosts.
In This Day We Fight, Francis Frangipane says, “From the
sheer number of references alone, we see that ‘the Lord of
Hosts’ (or the God of Armies) is the revelation of the Most
High most frequently demonstrated to mankind in the Bible.”6
Lord Sabaoth paints God in the bold military colors of a
divine warrior. Don’t be fooled here. Angelic warriors are not
cute, cuddly creatures, but fierce spirits of awesome power, so
much that when one appears in Scripture, he often has to tell the
people around him not to be afraid.7 Their number— “ten thousand times ten thousand” (Dan. 7:10, KJV)—is entirely at
God’s disposal, and cannot be defeated. The supernatural power
of angels is evident in their capacity to:
• Strike men blind (Gen. 19:11, 2 Kings 6:18)
• Call down fire from heaven (Gen. 19:13, 21-25)
• Move stones weighing many tons (Mat. 28:2, Mark 16:4)

• Unfasten iron manacles (Acts 12:7-11)
• Open locked prison cells Acts 5:19
• Kill rulers (Acts 12:23)
• Sweep through army encampments with plague and
death (Sam. 24:15-16; 2 Chron. 32:21, Isa. 37:36)
• Release various calamities in the book of Revelation
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In light of this, the New International Version’s rather weak
translation of “Lord of Hosts” into “Lord Almighty” has been
criticized for muddling the explicit military tone. Yet while the
denotation of Sabaoth is “warriors,” the connotation may be
closer to “strength” or “power.” In this view, the hosts of heaven
are best understood archetypally as a real and present threat to
evil, expressed in the ascendancy of justice, righteousness, truth
and salvation – not guns, bombs and human striving. Justice is
always at the heart of Lord Sabaoth’s righteous warfare. The
sum total of these observations informs us of the Lord’s priorities, methods and His purpose in man. The Lord of Hosts is not
drafting a camo-wearing militia in Montana, but a rulershipminded people who are willing to contend in prayer and fasting
for the breaking of demonic strongholds.
The Lord is a Warrior
When Pharaoh’s army was destroyed in the Red Sea, on the
shores of victory, Moses and the sons of Israel sing a song:
“I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted;
the horse and its rider He has hurled into the
sea...The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is His name...
Thy right hand, O Lord, is majestic in power, Thy
right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. And in the
greatness of Thine excellence Thou dost overthrow
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those who rise up against Thee; Thou dost send forth
Thy burning anger, and it consumes them as chaff...
Who is like Thee among the gods, O Lord? Who
is like Thee, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders? Thou didst stretch out Thy
right hand, the earth swallowed them...
The peoples have heard, they tremble; anguish
has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia. Then the
chiefs of Edom were dismayed; The leaders of Moab,
trembling grips them; all the inhabitants of Canaan
have melted away.” (Exo. 15:1-18).

From this great hymn of praise, we realize:
1. God wants us to know Him as a warrior. In light of His
single-handed defeat of the most powerful nation
(Egypt) and human ruler (Pharaoh), the people unequivocally recognize God as a warrior.
2. The warrior was spoiling for a fight. He had multiple
objectives:
• To multiply signs and wonders in Egypt (Exo. 7:3)

• To humiliate Egypt’s gods (Exo. 12:2, cf. Num. 33:4)
• To bear witness among the Egyptians that He was the
true God (Exo. 14:4)
• To bring honor to Himself “through Pharaoh...his
army...chariots...horsemen” (Exo. 14:17)
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3. God’s triumph is on behalf of His people. The direct recipients are oppressed and downtrodden humans. Slaves
are liberated. The weak are made strong. As already
stated, Lord Sabaoth fights to restore justice.
4. God receives greater praise and recognition as a result
of His victories in war.
5. Other nations and gods should fear Him. The breaking
of Egypt is a shot across the bow of other Canaanite
tribes. Yahweh’s clear intent is to continue His victorious
march over other god-kings. Sensing this, the Canaanite
rulers rightly fear Yahweh and His people.
Now pause and ask yourself, how much fear does the
church inspire today? Do kings dread the living army of
God...or even God Himself? Do principalities and powers
tremble in their high councils in anticipation of our next frontal
assault? If not, I propose it can only be because we pose no real
threat. We are taking no ground. We exist in a static, perpetually
defensive posture, surrendered to political correctness, feeling
slightly embarrassed and at a loss to explain the ways of a Divine Warrior to our culture of “peace.”
“From the prophet even to the priest everyone
practices deceit...saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ but there is
no peace.” (Jer. 8:10-11).
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Most people do not live with a wartime mentality. Similarly, the Israelites had to shift their view of themselves from a
tribe of oppressed slaves to a nation of fearless warriors. There
are dozens of references to “men of war,” “valiant men,”
“valiant warriors,” and men “arrayed for battle” in the first fifteen books of Scripture. In fact, Yahweh went to extra effort to
produce these qualities (Judges 3:1-2) in His chosen people.
The Exodus was rightly understood as an act of war by God
upon a corrupt human king and a depraved system of slavery.
As such, the high drama of those events fundamentally shaped
the new nation’s identity, and later informed their conquest of
Canaan. No less, Lord Sabaoth must be given permission to
inform our own tribal concept of God. If the Lord of hosts was
so instrumental in founding the nation of faith, shouldn’t He be
allowed to define our identity, too?
This victorious, warlike dominion is inseparable from the
activity of Christ. Since the Messiah was regarded as a human
king, and Jesus – being both man and God – is King of Kings,
we see with clarity that “God’s warring activity is intimately
connected with His kingship.”
“Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads,
O gates, and lift them up, O ancient doors, that the
King of glory may come in! Who is this King of glory?
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The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory” (Psalm
24:8-10).

My friends, this is the Bible. If God thinks this way, and
wants to be known this way, why don’t we think this way? I
assure you, it’s not for lack of trying on God’s part. In fact,
from this Old Testament realization of the divine warrior, the
question of Psalm 24 resounded through time: “Who is this
King of glory! Who is Lord Sabaoth, Lord of Hosts?”
Enter stage right, the divine answer: Jesus. King of Kings.
The Lord Mighty in Battle was now a man! For three years He
demonstrated total dominion over the rebel’s forces, relentlessly
attacking disease, blindness, lies, revealing God’s power, mercy
and beauty – even raising the dead. He was a healer and
teacher, a prophet and master rabbi. But He was so much more.
His plan was not to remain alone, but to produce a great host of
people so conformed to His image and empowered by His life
that would continue His work on an exponential scale across
the entire planet. Though He was the only begotten of the Father, Jesus wanted to raise up many, many more sons and
daughters unto God.
For them to know who they were and what they were to
do, they had to know who He was. Really know; not head
knowledge, but deep revelation. He needed to know that someone got it. So toward the end of His time on earth, a powerful
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object lesson was needed to drive the point home. It wasn’t just
any lesson, so it couldn’t happen just anywhere. For this one,
location mattered.
The stakes were too high. For this mission, only one place
would suffice.!

BRIGGS - 34

4

DETOUR WITH
THE MASTER RABBI

I

f you’ve been wondering when we would get to Matthew
16, we’ve arrived. I’m going to begin pulling the various

strands of these chapters together, but without the full backstory, so much of the significance of what follows would be lost.
We’ve come at last to Caesarea Philippi.8
First, this wasn’t actually on the route. Jesus made an inconvenient, controversial, out-of-the-way detour to come here,
and he didn’t come alone. He brought his brothers and friends,
a group of twelve eager, young, impressionable men. The first
thing you must realize is the reputation factor. It is hard to overstate the repugnance of Caesarea Philippi to the Jews of Jesus’s
day. With shrines to Caesar and other false gods, including a
large statue of the goat god Pan in a state of exaggerated sexual
arousal, surrounded by attending nymphs, Caesarea Philippi
was the opposite of holy Jerusalem. It was a place of darkness,
debauchery and occultism—the modern equivalent of Las Ve-
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gas, San Francisco, Bangkok and voodoo-drenched Haiti rolled
into one. No good Jew would defile himself by traveling to
such an accursed place.
But Jesus did.
Many times during His travels, we don’t know exactly
where Jesus was. But here, speaking to a primarily Jewish audience, Matthew notes the locale. If you compare the parallel passage in Mark 8:22 and 27, and correlate this information with
one of the maps in the back of your Bible, you will notice that
having journeyed from Tyre and Sidon to Bethsaida, Jesus must
now go way out of His way nearly 50 miles (round trip on foot)
to visit this perverse locale. In this same time frame, Jesus has
already stated that His mission was limited to the Jews: “I was
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mat. 15:24).
So why is He now heading north to a pagan, Roman stronghold? The route south from Sidon to Judea via Galilee is clearly
the way back home. A sharp turn north to Caesarea Philippi
doesn’t make sense. Plus, He’s contradicting His own territorial
boundaries, and furthermore, backtracking to do it.
No doubt, His blue-collar disciples had many questions.
They weren’t well-educated elites, nor respectable, well-heeled
leaders. They were fishermen, tax collectors, Zealots; simple
men that blundered, boasted and made huge mistakes on a regular basis.
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If you wish to fully comprehend the staggering scope of
what follows, you must keep these images firmly in mind. As
with Genesis 6, small details and important subplots abound.
Though not immediately apparent, these contextual gems add
depth and richness to everything that transpires. Without them,
you"ll be at a cultural and historical deficit, unable to read between the lines. We need to be attuned to our surroundings.
Something critical is about to happen.
Staging the Moment
In terms of commerce and culture, Caesarea Philippi was a
hub, positioned four miles to the east of a major trade road that
wound along from the western Phoenician ports of Tyre and
Sidon to Damascus about forty miles north and east. The city
abutted a sheer cliff face dubbed the ‘Rock of the Gods’ by the
locals due to the number of major deities and lesser gods worshipped there, including Echo and Galerius, possibly also the
fertility goddess Nemesis. Countless merchants, peasants, soldiers, magistrates and locals would throng the city on a daily
basis to offer their gifts either in the various temples or the
many votive shrines dotting the pock-marked stone face.
While the ancient Canaanite storm deity, Baal, had been
worshipped in this region for thousands of years, a few centuries of Greek culture had effectively rebranded Baal into the
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hedonistic goat god, Pan. Yet as lord of shepherds, music, pleasure and fear, Pan wasn’t just a Greek invention. His half-goat,
half-man form had history dating back to ancient Israel (2
Chronicles 11:13-16). One the main temples in the city was
dedicated to him.
It didn’t stop there. In 20 BC, Herod the Great furthered
the idolatrous reputation of the city by building a white marble
temple dedicated to the worship of Augustus Caesar, who proclaimed himself lord of lord and king of kings. By the time of
Jesus, the village was expanded again under the rule of Herod’s
son, Philip, who renamed it in honor of both he and Caesar.
Notably, this site also marked the headwaters of the Jordan
River. A seemingly bottomless pit gushed out an unlimited
quantity of water, causing the local pagans to marvel and eventually designate the cave as one of a small handful of literal
portals to Hades across the ancient world. The yawning cave
mouth against the naked stone was considered a “Gate to
Hades.” (If you visit, you’ll see that waterflow from the cave
has been dramatically affected by earthquakes since that time).
If a pilgrim were to stay long enough, they would witness
perverse rituals involving sexual acts with goats and temple
prostitutes in honor of Pan (see the specific prohibition against
this in Leviticus 17:7). It was believed that both Baal and the
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spirits of the dead entered the underworld through these gates
into Hades.
Clearly, something deliberate is going on. Jesus is carefully
staging what follows. Like the director of a play, He’s framing
the scene for maximum impact. As readers, we have the assurance of knowing the end of the story, but Jesus actually has a
real and vulnerable question in mind. A fulcrum point in His
ministry has arrived. Have these twelve young men been with
Him long enough to know the truth? If so, if His disciples truly
get it, then everything shifts from here on. But there’s only one
way to find out. So “when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He began asking His disciples, saying, ‘Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?’” (Mat. 16:13).
Up until now, public speculation has been all over the map.
Essentially, Jesus was asking, “What’s the buzz on the street?”
“And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the
prophets’” (v. 14).

These are reasonable guesses as far as rumors go, but
they’re also way too small, and third hand— “a friend of a
friend told me” kind of deal. Jesus can go no further with followers operating at this level of revelation. Loyalty and courage
will not be enough in the days ahead. To initiate the deep desires of His heart, His friends must really know who He is.
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Did you get that? They must know it. It won’t work if He
has to tell them. It’s personal.
“He said to them, ‘Who do you say that I am?’” (v. 15).

On the one hand, we can easily hear a confident Master
leading his students. Jesus knows who He is. He doesn’t need
human affirmation, nor is He fishing for compliments. As the
God-man, He lives in the constant pleasure of His Father. Yet
there is another side. Listen also to the heart of one who “existed in the form of God...(yet) emptied Himself” (Phil. 2:6-7).
Humans have questions. Humans want answers. In His own
humanity, Jesus wants to know if He is known. Has His mission
achieved its intended impact to date? He is the long-awaited
Messiah. He knows it. He has a clear destination in mind, but
are the disciples ready to follow Him there? So with hope and
longing, He personalizes the equation. “Okay, the poll numbers
are in. Some say I’m John or Elijah or some other prophet. But
what do you believe?”
“Simon Peter answered and said, ‘Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.’”

Ahh! He got it! While Scripture is full of transcendent
moments, a particular few seem to leap off the pages and force
all of history to pivot:
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• Abraham on Mount Moriah, knife drawn, ready to sacrifice his promised, beloved son.
• Moses at the burning bush, receiving his commission
to deliver a nation of slaves.
• David, facing a giant with nothing but his sling and a
burning heart for God.
• Simon Peter, in a burst of true revelation, recognizing
who really stands before him.
Was he just a man named Jesus? Just a wise rabbi? A
prophet? No.
“Thou art the Christ!” Peter realized. The Promised Messiah. The Son of David. Lord Sabaoth, in the flesh. He knew and
believed. It wasn’t full understanding, as later verses will soon
prove. But for the moment, it was enough. Jesus was and is the
Christ. The mission could now proceed. In my mind, I see Jesus
smiling. While He is proud of Simon, He is also grateful to His
Father. Revelation is always a gift. The Messiah can move forward with no delay. Phase Two is about to launch. The New
American Standard says,
“And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are
you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not
reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
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‘And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon
this rock I will build My church; and the gates of
Hades shall not overpower it.
‘I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.’” (Mat. 16:16-19)

Every major modern translation says, “upon this rock I will
build my church.” In a circular kind of logic, we’re taught that
“church” is the English translation of the root Greek word,
ekklesia, so for hundreds of years we’ve dutifully built the
church.
Just one problem. An indisputable fact of etymology and
history is this: church does not stem from ekklesia. It is a widely
known (and accepted) mistranslation.
Oops. If that’s the case…have we been building the wrong
thing?
Before you can really know the answer, we have to add
one more key ingredient to fully understand why Jesus came to
Caesarea Philippi for this critical revelatory moment. You see,
Caesarea Philippi wasn’t just a wicked, pagan city in the north.
The massive cliff ledge that formed the rear wall of the city —
the Rock of the Gods — lay at the southern foot of a particular
mountain: Mount Hermon.
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Does that matter? You bet it does.!
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5

THE DARK HISTORY
OF MOUNT HERMON

T

o the casual observer, Mount Hermon could easily be any
other beautiful mountain. For much of the year, its

snowy, sun-capped summits glow like phosphor. In winter,
skiers ski, and during summer, hikers hike. Yet if geography is
history, Mount Hermon’s three peaks — the highest points in
ancient Palestine and modern Israel — also form the most consequential mountaintops in the annals of time.
It is upon Mount Hermon that the rebel bene elohim first
descended.
From Mount Hermon, demonic knowledge polluted the
earth so greatly as to precipitate the Flood. From Hermon, rebel
gods produced their own divine sons while attempting to reform humanity into their image, all in hopes of preventing a
fully human Messiah from ever being born.
No wonder conflict continues to plague this thin, notorious
ridge line on Israel’s northern border. Hermon is part of the
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modern Golan Heights, one of the most volatile, contested territories separating the Israel from hostile neighbors to the north
and east. Deuteronomy 2-3 details the wars fought by Moses in
this region, known as Bashan at the time. When Assyria and
Babylon invaded, they would rain down upon Israel from the
north. Idolatry has always prevailed here, so it should come as
no surprise that ancient hostilities long embedded in this region
would continue to reverberate into the present. Three miles
away lay the infamous city of Dan, designated by King Jeroboam as one of two alternate worship capitals capable of competing with Jerusalem, thus coaxing the ten tribes of Israel into
open idolatry. In fact, from the earliest times of the Judges
(18:30) to the division of the kingdom after Solomon died (1
Kings 12:25–33, 13:33), this region has been rife with the worship of false gods.
Modern archaeology has identified more than a dozen
temples around and on the mountain. Various Old Testament
references help paint the picture: “Baal-gad in the valley of
Lebanon at the foot of Mount Hermon” (Josh. 11:17); also
“Baal-hermon” (Judges 3:3); “Now the sons of the half-tribe of
Manasseh lived in the land; from Bashan to Baal-hermon” (1
Chron. 5:23). Some commentators believe these locations are
one and the same, with the high place of Baal-hermon eventual-
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ly becoming the village of Paneas, and later, the city of Caesarea Philippi.
Deities associated with the site include Ba’al-gad or Ba’alhermon. Philip II renamed the city Caesarea in honor of Roman
Emperor Augustus in 14 AD.
So now take all these data points and let them merge inside
you. Jesus not only brought His twelve disciples to Caesarea
Philippi – He brought them to Mount Hermon. The full impact
of His object lesson could not be separated from the importance
of the idolatrous stronghold, nor could the stronghold be separated from the ancient mountain beachhead where an angelic
vanguard invaded the planet and poisoned it so profoundly only
a global flood could sufficiently wipe it clean.
Are you starting to see why Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi?
He is not just a Master Rabbi. Lord Sabaoth brought His
team to the most literal and symbolic coordinates on the planet
to test them and see if they are ready for His war plan. He has
come to ground zero in the cosmic war. On earth at least, the
ultimate clash of kingdoms originated here. So here is where
He will inaugurate His government. Kingdom against kingdom.
Peter’s recognition of Yeshua as the Son of God comes at
the very spot venerated by pagans as their high place of veneration for a host of other gods. It is a portal to the realm of death.
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It is a stronghold of debauchery and evil – but that is not all.
Stretching back even further to the dimmest memories of
mankind, Jesus brought His men to the base of the very mountain where hybridized “divine mortals” were sired in a coordinated effort by rebellious bene elohim (“sons of God”) to spoil
His coming. But they failed. The Father superintended over history to assure that His rescue plan would succeed. The true Son
of God (fully God, fully man) had come indeed. In the very
next chapter, He will climb this mountain with Peter, James and
John and fully reveal Himself in transfigured glory.
The true son of God. Standing where the rebel sons descended. Where bastard offspring were produced. It is a wild
and defiant shot across the bow, a grim and joyful declaration
of war against Satan and his demons. Yeshua did not only bring
His disciples to an object lesson, He came as the Lord of Angel
Armies to announce Himself to every four-star general of Hell:
“Here I AM! You’ve failed!”
Hopefully, you can see why the cultural subtext of both
Caesarea Phillip and Mount Hermon are critical to the detour
Jesus took. The Rock of the Gods was part of the base of the
mountain where the rebel angels of Genesis 6 first came down.
The city was part of the region of Bashan where giants were
born who first wreaked havoc across the land and came to terrorize the region later called Bashan and more broadly, all of
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Canaan. But this was the source. Even as the cave called the
Gate of Hades was the source of the Jordan river, Mount Hermon was the poisonous fountainhead of demonic knowledge
systems taught directly by fallen angels to man. The city of
Caesarea Philippi embodied all the moral danger, spiritual
wickedness, and human calamity that resulted.
And Jesus chose that city and that mountain to form His
government.
Still think this is an accident?
With kingdom-displacing references to rocks, might they
be standing in sight of the Rock of the Gods when Jesus
prompts this conversation? Is it an accident that He speaks of
assailing the gates of Hades at an earthly locale that fits the bill,
a place of legend that claimed men’s souls, fed their fears, inspired their worship? Did He travel 30 miles out of the way for
nothing?
No, clearly Jesus is making an object lesson out of this pagan shrine at the base of this demonic mountain fortress. The
Lord of Heaven and Earth stands before twelve mortal disciples, and in a burst of spiritual clarity more brilliant than the
snow-capped glow of Mount Hermon, Peter becomes the first
human to recognize Christ for who He really is.
The Ancient of Days has come. Lord of Hosts. Captain of
the armies of God.
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The promised Messiah. The Christ!
When a man gets even a small glimpse into the total rulership of Christ, he stands at a new threshold for understanding
his own purpose on earth, for Christ not only possesses all authority, but He also bestows it. Knowing this even better than
the disciples did, Jesus seizes the moment and declares war on
hell…with just twelve guys.
Meanwhile, We Church
The facts described above are not a random bunny trail.
They describe the cosmological consequence of a world at war,
and thus form the hidden heart of the pivotal exchange described in Matthew 16. While you can adequately understand
“church” without this background and even succeed as a
church (as social institution, gathering place, spiritual hospital,
liturgical community, etc.), you can’t truly grasp the stature and
urgency of the ekklesia apart from the framework of cosmic
conflict; nor can the full mission of Christ prevail in the earth
without this sense of identity and mission.
Consequently, as the focus of the intelligence of evil at
work in the world, Paul clearly links the work of Christ to the
defeat of these principalities and powers. Low level demons
aren’t the real trouble either; just cast them out – easy. Rather
the battle surrounds the invisible and pervasive influence that
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principalities and powers continue to exert over the nations.
Under their control, the world is like a stick of chalk dipped in
coffee; it’s stained through and through. Yet these lesser elohim
were stripped of their ruling authority at the resurrection. Their
right to rule was wrested away and transmitted to Christ, then
through Christ to His ekklesia. The ekklesia are now in the
business of recapturing the loyalty of humanity and restoring
Gentile nations to Yahweh through the man Christ Jesus. And
therein lies the problem, because these powers have to be
“wrestled with” (Eph. 6:12) and displaced. Otherwise they retain squatter’s rights, continuing to dominant mankind through
all manner of deceptive religions and false ideologies. Unchallenged, they deny salvation and cripple the image of God
through all manner of bondages.
Do We See What Peter Saw?
To that end, Jesus answers Peter’s revelation with, of all
things, a building plan. He said, “I will build my ekklesia.”
Church is the wrong concept because it’s literally the wrong
word. It’s not a poor translation, but a mistranslation of the original Greek. While such a suggestion may seem controversial,
the data is a matter of plain historical record.
If true, then may I suggest that it is critical that we admit
and correct our error? I for one want to be about Jesus’ actual
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mission, not some historically entrenched mistranslation, however dear it has become to my heart. Jesus said what He meant,
and meant what He said. King James substituted a different
word for political and religious reasons based on pressures he
faced at the time.9 But I don’t want the King James word. I
want the Jesus word!
“But they’re the same!” you say. “My pastor said so.”
Okay, but what if they aren’t the same? Are you willing to
discover the difference?
The central premise of this short book will be first to prove
– then correct – this error. The very idea challenges our notions
of propriety, because every believer is trained from (new) birth
to love and revere the church, largely because we have understood Christ to also love and adore the church. No, He cherishes his Bride10, He identifies with His brothers11, but what He
convened in Matthew 16 and promised to build was an ekklesia,
not a church. Please hear me. Over the centuries, church as an
institution has no doubt offered many good and worthy spiritual
and emotional harbors: pastoral care, a warm, social environment for faith to flourish, a place for teaching and edification.
We cherish the institution, because by it, a corrupt world has
gained a measure of salt and light. This is good, and not without
fruit. Up to a point, we can celebrate these facts. I was raised to
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love the church. I planted and pastored a local church for many
years.
But there is no way around it: ekklesia means something
that church does not. Slowly, I’ve learned the difference, and let
me tell you, the gap between these two words is meaningful and
real. We will always exist at a deficit in our mission until we
confront this chasm of culture between these two words. This is
the point where the celebration must stop, and the reform must
begin.
The contemporary church has a revelation of many things.
We have a revelation of church government (presbyterian, congregational, episcopal). We have a revelation of denominations
or non-denominations. We have a revelation of successful marketing and organizational strategies, along with the usefulness
of things like Sunday School, addiction recovery classes, grief
counseling, Young Mother’s Support groups and a variety of
other benevolence, compassion and training ministries.
We have wonderful stories of potlucks, friendship, Mother’s Day, Men’s Pancake Breakfasts, Easter Pageants, Christmas Cantatas, Vacation Bible School and other celebratory
moments. We baptize, marry and bury. We grieve with those
who grieve. We bear one another’s burdens. We teach people to
endure and suffer with dignity when life goes sideways. In their
best and most sincere expressions, these ministries range from
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valuable to vital. Some are explicitly Biblical; others are simply
useful because they promote welfare and wholeness.
However…
What we have not had is an adequate revelation of our
mission relative to one of the most dominant and compelling
narratives of Scripture from beginning to end, which is the
clash of kingdoms in a perpetual, planet-shaking cosmic war.
With rare exception, we have not produced governmental intercession, nor prevailing prayer, nor focused our labors, finances
and discipleship around engaging in that battle, much less shifting its trajectory. While our testimonies abound in stories of
perseverance, they lack stories of triumph.
We need a true ekklesial reformation to begin producing
people who are fluent in prayer and capable of extending the
dominion of Christ.
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6

DOMINION, WAR
AND JUSTICE

I

n Jericho, the harlot Rahab tied a “cord of scarlet thread” to
her window, marking her home to be spared by Joshua’s

troops.12 Some see this as the origin of the “red light” tradition
for houses of prostitution. This may be true. Yet for Rahab, that
scarlet thread was the beginning of her redemption. Many years
ago, W.A. Criswell preached a famous sermon that compared
the Bible to a patchwork quilt sewn together with Rahab’s
“Scarlet Thread of Redemption,” a long-noted symbolism dating all the way back to St. John Chrysostom. In fact, this redemption thread is woven throughout Scripture. But the quilt
has other threads, too: rebellion threads, sovereignty threads,
Messiah threads. It is time to explore the dominion thread.
Back when Shug Jordan was coach at Auburn University,
he asked his former linebacker Mike Kollin if he would help
him do some recruiting for Mike’s old alma mater. At the time,
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Mike was with the Miami Dolphins and Shug wanted to skim
the cream from the Miami area.
“Sure, coach. What kind of player are you looking for?”
The coach replied, “Well Mike, you know there’s that fellow, you knock him down, he just stays down?”
“We don’t want him, do we, coach?” Mike answered.
“No, that's right. Then there’s that fellow, you knock him
down and he gets up, you knock him down again and he stays
down.”
Mike said, “We don’t want him either do we coach?”
Shug shook his head, “No, but Mike, there’s a fellow, you
knock him down, he gets up. Knock him down, he gets up.
Knock him down, he gets up. Knock him down, he gets up.”
Mike smiled. He got it. “That’s the guy we want isn’t it,
coach?”
Shug Jordan shook his head, “Mike, we don't want him
either. I want you to find the guy who’s knocking everybody
down. That’s the guy we want.”13
Perfect! That’s the guy. God is looking for men and women
capable of rulership, capable of contending, wrestling and tearing down strongholds. Capable of contemplating and achieving
victory, not just weathering the storm while the world goes
down the tubes. Does the notion of rulership sound bold? It
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shouldn’t. Dominion was the original state of humanity. Rulership has been the divine plan for man from the beginning.
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness; and let them rule’...And
God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and
rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
sky, and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.’” (Gen. 1:26, 28)

God’s first pronouncement was that Adam was meant to
rule. He was created in a context of divine fellowship— “let Us
make man”—by which we understand that Adam’s deepest
source of life, joy, and satisfaction was God Himself. It was a
relationship, and the entire Godhead was involved. Yet Adam’s
job description was to rule! God was not apologetic about this
plan. In fact, the proximity of the two phrases, “in our image
and likeness” to “let them rule” is meant to bring revelation:
When we see God as He is, and by extension, man as he is, an
understanding of rulership is released.
All of creation was to be subject to man. Why? This is a
simple case of cause and effect. How can humanity bear God’s
image and not rule? It demeans the complete rulership of God
to populate the earth with image bearers who have no capacity
for dominion. Intimacy may be what moves God’s heart, but
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dominion gives Him honor. This is part of the function of
Christ, to restore the dignity and authority of man as God’s coregent over creation. To understand this, we must admit that the
earlier-stated definition of Christ is incomplete. Christ literally
means “The Anointed One,” but implicit in this title is the
“Anointing of this One.” You see, it is not only the person upon
whom the Spirit rests, but the Spirit that rests upon Him. In a
sense, the Anointed One merely implies selection. It is a designation. What does the Anointed One do? More importantly,
how does He do it? Jesus answered this when He went about
“for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil”
(1 John 3:8)—casting out demons, opening blind eyes, healing
the lame, raising the dead, challenging corrupt rulers, preaching
truth. It was the anointing upon Him by which the people understood that He was, in fact, the Anointed One. As the incarnate Lord Sabaoth, Jesus had an Isaiah 61 preaching-releasinghealing-liberating-comforting-devil destroying anointing upon
Him by the Holy Spirit.
Thus, an amplified rendering of Christ would be “The
Anointed One and His Anointing.” This same Holy Spirit was
then poured out at Pentecost, on Peter, on Philip, on Paul...on
you! It is the Spirit of God which regenerates and recreates you.
Make this personal. How can you be filled with Him and
not destroy the works of the devil, too?
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War & Peace
Let’s briefly examine God’s desire for – and commitment
to – justice. First, let’s say what justice (and dominion, for that
matter) is not. God’s justice, and His zeal to bring it to pass, is
not about fists and a vengeful spirit, nor the political demonization of those with whom we do not agree. In human terms, spiritual authority is the product of a humble heart, not “might
makes right.” We certainly need God’s power, but He doesn’t
need ours at all. For this reason, David told Goliath, “(Lord
Sabaoth) will give you into our hands...that all this assembly
may know that the Lord does not deliver by sword or by spear”
(1 Sam. 17:47). Thought the fame of David’s victory was rightly his, he deferred to the source, Lord Sabaoth.
So a loving God wages war. How can this be? It is crucial
that we see God in His totality. He is not schizophrenic, one
moment warring, the other loving. The virtues of love and mercy by which He extends salvation to sinners, tenderly cares for
the weak and the broken, and also delivers the oppressed, are
the same motivating passions which stir Him to wrath and war
against His enemies, those who defile purity, obstruct justice,
and oppress the weak. He is humanity’s ultimate ally in that
everything that is harmful to our lives, He is committed to destroy. His warfare is an expression of covenantal love.
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The wholeness and unity of God means every facet of His
nature works in perfect harmony. So Lord Sabaoth is the divine
manifestation by which Yahweh Shalom produces peace, Yahweh Jireh produces abundance, Yahweh Rapha produces healing, etc. God does not war because He enjoys violence, but because He delights in justice. He relishes the triumph of His own
nature above every inferior substitute, and every demonic foe
that thinks to oppose Him. As such, He is utterly committed to
removing barriers to love, defilements of sin, and every last
vestige of Satan's rule. Though we are continually beset by enemies, because of Lord Sabaoth, we emerge triumphant as recipients of grace.
So while military action seems the dominant motif, it is
not. Yahweh Sabaoth’s zeal is most consistently demonstrated
in His oversight of the downtrodden.
“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
‘Amend your ways and your deeds, and I will let you
dwell in this place...For if you truly amend your ways
and your deeds, if you truly practice justice between a
man and his neighbor, if you do not oppress the alien,
the orphan, or the widow, and do not shed innocent
blood in this place, nor walk after other gods to your
own ruin, then I will let you dwell...in the land that I
gave to your fathers forever and ever.’” (Jer. 7:3-7)
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In Isaiah 3, it is the Lord of hosts who “enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people (saying), ‘It is
you who have devoured the vineyard; the plunder of the poor is
in your houses. What do you mean by crushing My people, and
grinding the face of the poor.’ declares the Lord God of hosts”
(vv. 14-15). Lord Sabaoth also denounces the peoples’ apostasies and wayward devotion to God’s Word.
We see the Lord of Hosts rebuking the people for not caring about justice enough to enforce it in their communities. In
other words, the character of values of God in His determination to overcome evil, embodied in His revelation as Lord of
Hosts, naturally extends as a requirement to those whom He
commands. His “army” is not only the heavenly host, it is
formed among men and women. Thus, in the passage below,
notice the connection between the ekklesia and the Lord of
hosts. In the Greek translation of the Old Testament called the
Septuagint (which Jesus and the apostles quoted from), we see
God ruling in the midst of a heavenly ekklesia:
“The heavens will praise Thy wonders, O Lord;
Thy faithfulness also in the assembly (Gr: ekklesia) of
the holy ones...Who among the sons of the mighty is
like the Lord, a God greatly feared in the council of
the holy ones, and awesome above all those who are
around Him? O Lord God of hosts, who is like
Thee?” (Psalm 89:5-8)
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The Age of Grace
In the age of grace, Jesus deepened our understanding of
this warring title. When the babe in the manger is first introduced to the world, the host He once commanded in Heaven
now bears witness in the skies over Bethlehem. Observing the
scene, we become like Elisha’s servant in Dothan; only this
time, rather than sky squadrons striking us blind, we are granted
sight. How will God’s justice be revealed? With mercy. With
good news. Instead of crying, “Death to the infidels!” the angel
army sings, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among men with whom He is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). Lord
Sabaoth arrives to wage war on Satan as a man, and to secure
peace for the human enemies of a holy God at the price of His
own life. The increase of His government promises an unending
increase “of peace” (Isa. 9:7). God, superior in strength in every
way, conquers all demonic powers for the sake of the powerless.
In this, once again, we are meant to behold Christ more
and more clearly, as revelation begets escalating revelation. If
we live under the Law, we may dread the idea of divine justice,
because our weaknesses and failures drive an emotional response to God based on fear. When we are weak, and the Law
puts us under condemnation, we become convinced that God is
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angrily seeking to enact His justice against us. No, no!
Beloved, in the cosmic war, God’s justice is focused against the
enemy for us. God manifests His justice on our behalf.
(For deeper teachings on grace and righteousness under
the new covenant, see ‘Apostolic Foundations Course 1: The
Total Superiority of the New Covenant’ at deanbriggs.com)
When we truly see the Father manifested in Jesus, therefore Christ revealed, we naturally take care how we treat the
weak and underprivileged around us. We become vessels of the
justice of God by becoming rooted in mercy and compassion. If
Lord Sabaoth comes to the defense of those with no reputation,
nor rights, and no recourse to achieve their own justice, then so
must we.
“Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your
fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out
against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth”
(James 5:4).

In all of this, the principle revelation of Lord Sabaoth is not
that He goes to war, but why and for whom. Triumph is a means
to an end. His great arsenal contrasts with man’s in that God is
not motivated by the hopes of more war, but of paradise
restored.
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“The Lord of hosts is with us...He makes wars to
cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and
cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariots with
fire. Cease striving and know that I am God” (Psalm
46:7, 9-10).

Warren Wiersbe believes this entire psalm is a musical reflection on God’s deliverance of Jerusalem from the Assyrians
in the time of King Hezekiah. Read all of Psalms 46 and you
will see several dynamics regarding the overshadowing protection and strength which the Lord of hosts gives His people:
1. God is a refuge who is present to help in our troubles
2. There is no need to fear, in spite of major upheavals
and uncertainty
3. Instead, joy and gladness flow to those who understand
God’s righteous strength
4. He is not distant, but dwells in our midst. Since He
helps us, we will not be moved
5. As in Psalms 2, the nations rage against God’s sovereign support of His people
6. Since the Lord of hosts is with us, we can be at peace
Don’t be fooled. The promise of peace will not occur by
robbing God’s victorious army of its weapons. Rather, as with
the Assyrians, peace is secured when the righteous dismantle
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the enemy’s war engines. Lord Sabaoth does not emasculate His
people to achieve peace. He empowers them.
One day, the kingdom will come in finality, yet even now
the shalom of God prevails. Again, we must avoid human sentimentality in our conception of God’s shalom. Peace is not
some gauzy, idealized pacifist notion where everybody mutually agrees to lay down arms. Don’t kid yourself. Satan will never
behave with an ounce of restraint, kindness or due process. He
must be forcibly restrained. He must be disarmed. When Lord
Sabaoth came in the flesh, He “disarmed the rulers and authorities (and) made a public display of them, having triumphed
over them” (Col. 2:15).
If Christ has already triumphed, what is our role? Well,
clearly, evil is still at work in the world. Jesus gathers His
ekklesia in every generation to continually enforce and expand
the outworking of His victory in practical, earthly terms. We are
meant to achieve this with weapons of prayer, fasting, repentance, worship, confession, servanthood, sacrifice and truth. In
this age, before the Lord returns, war is the only path to peace.
Otherwise, if we defer in our role, the enemy gains squatter’s
rights to the land, and the gates of Hades prevail. It is a spiritual
truism: “Possession is nine tenths of the law.”
We must not allow the enemy to possess our land by default. He must be challenged and cast down from every place
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and every person he seeks to control. The revelation of Lord
Sabaoth compels us to displace every interloping spirit in this
age. While this is true, our imperative to rule in Christ’s stead
must never be confused with attempts to personify power by
carnal means. We operate under constraints, in that His power is
made perfect through our weakness.
“The weakness of God is stronger than men....
(therefore) God has chosen the weak things of the
world to shame things which are strong” (1 Cor.
1:25-27).

In the final apocalyptic bath at the close of the age, when
evil is entirely called to account and meted the justice it is due,
God’s retribution among the nations will be swift and shockingly complete. Yet both now and then, the weapons of choice for
the people who follow Lord Sabaoth are the blood of the lamb
(not the spilling of their enemy’s blood), combined with their
own confession even to the point of martyrdom. Once more,
Lord Sabaoth will stride forth, no longer a babe, nor a crucified
Messiah, but with armies from heaven and roaring lambs on
earth, to rescue those this world had crushed. His eschatological
ferocity will be justified in every sphere of human experience
where our natural strength has failed: in the total elimination of
tyranny, oppression, famine, war, usury, cruelty, disease. As the
human contingent of His army, we also have the full resources
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of Heaven at our disposal. Until He comes, we engage the enemy with an alert spirit, guided by clear objectives, refusing to
negotiate with demonic principalities in their control of our
world.
Our mandate of dominion yields no room for moral concessions, within or without. We are not in the business of making
peace treaties with demons. We are in the business of expanding our Father’s kingdom.
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7

ON EARTH AS
IN HEAVEN

W

e have come to the heart of the matter. Everything
prior has been preparatory. A revolution is bottled up

inside this single, mistranslated word: ekklesia. It is our aim to
reclaim this word and uncork the uprising. The people of God
must begin to pray. Not small little, polite prayers. Not ten minutes of prayer. Do you read the headlines? The earth is groaning, society is tottering, darkness is exalting itself like never
before. Who among the people of God will rise in the spirit to
challenge the rising tide? Supplication, adoration, confession
and thanksgiving are regular parts of a prayer diet, but contending prayer for the nations must dramatically increase! Day and
night, prayer must shake the earth.
When we realize we are the ekklesia, a “prayerdigm shift”
is inevitable because the word itself properly aligns our identity
with government and prayer as Jesus intended. There is power
in this word to correct our function on earth.
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The Consequence of Words
Ideas inspire movements. Words foster culture.
Thus, Church produces one thing, but Ekklesia produces
another. Which did Jesus intend? You know by the word He
used, and the word He did not.
Hendrik Kraemer, a bishop in Denmark during World War
II, described the panic that overtook the clergy of his diocese as
the Nazis marched in to take possession of their country. As
priests and pastors gathered to his home, they asked, “What
should we do?” He answered, “First, we must ask who we are!
If we know who we are, then we will know what do to.”
How can we know what to do if we don’t know who we
are? Volumes have been written about our individual identity in
Christ and many excellent books have also been written about
our communal identity as “the church.” But this begs the question: if Jesus didn’t say we’re His church—and He didn’t—then
what does it matter how well we answer the wrong question?
The contents of this booklet and this course may shock you.
They might even make you mad. While that’s not my goal, it’s
not entirely the wrong reaction, either. To a certain degree,
we’ve built our spiritual house on shifting sand, rather than the
eternal Word, and that is a most grievous thought. My hope, in
the end, is that you will see the person and mission of Christ in
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a new light, and therefore yourself in a new light as we take our
stand in Caesarea Philippi with those first disciples and relive
the passage under its original intent. We’re going to gain a new
and powerful identity as the ekklesia of Christ.
Right Names
According to a Chinese proverb, the beginning of wisdom
is to call things by their right names. This should be obvious
enough. God was very specific with names all through Scripture—both for Himself and others. Names have meaning.
Words have meaning. He even changed people’s names to signify a change in their nature.
What if the Marines were called ballerinas, and vice-versa?
What if, instead of Semper Fidelis—a motto reflecting the
faithfulness, courage and sacrifice of men who are “first to
fight”—their motto was Motu Camena, which is “poetry in motion”? Does it matter that a bear is a bear, and a lamb is a lamb?
These are not cheeky questions, nor is it merely a matter of
semantics. It is a matter of meaning and intent. We must not
stiffen our necks in pride, or treat this lightly. The very thought
that we might should sober us. Jesus said this word, and, as you
will soon discover, we willfully changed it! Worse, every subsequent generation has defended the change. Can we afford to
be casual about this? Does our cherished traditional word mean
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more to us than we value His word? We have carved deep ruts
of negligence and false identity.
I am told that each September in northern Manitoba, the
temperature drops and rain freezes. A sign by the road reads,
“Choose your rut carefully. You’ll be in it for the next 60 miles.”
With the adoption of the word, church, with a totally different etymology, instead of the more contextually accurate rendering of the actual word Jesus used, ekklesia, the movement of God
has been in a rut for 2000 years of our own making. Pick up any
dictionary. Look up ‘church.’ See if it lists ekklesia as the Greek
root. Hint: it won’t. What it will tell you is that church derives
from the Late Greek word kyriakon,14 which eventually took an
Anglo-Saxon twist to become “kirche” and the Scottish “kirk.”
Smith’s Bible Dictionary even wonders if kyriakon is not
the root at all, but rather, by virtue of the connection to kirk, it
is more related “to the Latin circus, circulus, the Greek kuklos,
because the (early) congregations gathered in circles.”
In either case, as even a nine-year-old can tell, this word
doesn't even resemble the Greek ekklesia! A related form, Kyriakos, appears only twice in the New Testament. Since believers
during the early centuries called the place in which they met,
Kuriake Oikia, the Lord’s House, this has become the common
meaning.
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Obviously, translators broke the rules in a big way.15 Virtually every major commentator over the last four centuries—
Smith included—will readily admit that church actually comes
from a different word, but then, in the same breath and with
apparently no discomfort, defend the merits of this decision by
appealing to the idea of assembly, which both words share.16
The unfortunate impression left upon both serious and casual
Bible students is that the word church is an accurate translation
of ekklesia in the Greek text, which is simply not the case.
Once you see it, you will likely wonder how and why it has
been allowed to continue. To validly interpret Jesus as telling
Peter He would build His church would require Mat. 16:18 to
read thus, “Upon this rock I will build my kuriakon,” literally
forcing a different word into the text! Simon Peter would have
replied, “Huh? What’s that?” because there is no New Testament Greek word to convey the equivalent of our modern English word.
The irony is painful: What we claim Jesus to be building is
founded on error and myth, not Christ. If we are building a
church, we are building in vain (Psa. 127:1). Is it any wonder
“church life” often feels like we’re chasing our tail, traveling in
circles, then cringing while our faith sometimes plays out like a
circus on TV? It shouldn’t. We chose that word to define
us...not Jesus’ word!
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Substitute Words & Lost Mission
An inevitable fact of travel is that orientation affects your
destination. In Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland, Alice asks
the Cheshire Cat which way she should go.
“That depends on where you want to go,” he replies.
Alice says, “I don't really care...as long as I get
somewhere.”
The Cheshire cat grinned. “Well it doesn't matter then, does
it?”
In many respects, this has been our attitude, but is somewhere good enough? On the one hand, if all we want is church,
we’ve got it. But if Jesus wants an ekklesia, we don’t. Let’s recover this important word. Solomon offers a clear warning to
those who would mismanage God’s Word. “Every word of God
is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not
add to His words lest He reprove you, and you be proved a liar”
(Prov. 30:5-6).
“Let God be found true, though every man be
found a liar, as it is written, ‘that Thou mightest be
justified in thy words’” (Rom. 3:4).
“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit
and are life” (John 6:63, also 7:16).
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His words are spirit and life, but we have strayed. For 1500
years in practice, and 400 years in written form, we have taken
a different course than the one he laid out for us. (More on this
can be found in the Appendix of my book, Ekklesia Rising).
Suppose you were to take off from an airport at the equator,
intending to circumnavigate the globe, but your course was off
by just one degree. By the time you returned to the same longitude, that little one degree error has thrown you off course by
almost 500 miles. Whether the distance you are traveling is a
matter of miles, or time, degrees matter.
In fact, spiritually speaking, degrees equal destiny.
In Their Finest Hour, volume two of Winston Churchill’s
grand recounting of World War II, the story is told of how
Hitler’s German High Command developed a new “split beam”
radar. This radar was guaranteed to conduct the Luftwaffe
bombers to precise London targets. However, scientists at
Number Ten Downing Street figured out a way to throw off one
of the Nazi’s beams by the tiniest, undetectable amount. Soon,
volleys of German bombs were exploding to no effect in remote
areas. Furthermore, the pilots were disoriented. The Prime Minister took fierce pleasure telling recounting the tale of one German bomber who confidently landed in Devonshire, thinking he
was in France.
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Let’s get on course. Let’s form up, man up, and line up
with his Word. Human error is inevitable, even with divine
things, because we are fallen creatures. However, with knowledge comes grace to repent and change course. We must now
cooperate with His plans, rather than passively resisting them,
or ignoring them by pretending church and ekklesia are the
same thing. They are not. We must avoid sloppiness in our devotion to Scripture, using words that are clear, precise, honest
and accurate. Nothing less than the integrity of divine revelation is at stake. A revolution is launching. Epic battle lines are
forming. As we hurl toward the last days, neither ignorance nor
the stifling sentimentalization of our most beloved traditions
should be considered acceptable excuse not to come into
alignment with Christ being fully revealed in His ekklesia.
Simply put while the core truths of our faith should not
change, our priorities and organizing principles must.
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8

IS CHURCH
GOOD ENOUGH?

T

he word ekklesia combines two other Greek words: ek,
‘out of,’ and klesis, ‘a calling’ (from kaleo, ‘to call’).”

The morphology of the word (i.e. the structure and form it
takes) has been used by many preachers to suggest that “the
church” is meant to be “called out, separated, holy.” While this
is certainly a true statement with regards to holiness, as numerous verses attest, it’s highly doubtful that this what ekklesia
meant to those who heard it. For example, many words are a
combination of other, recognizable words, such as blackmail
and butterfly. Yet over time, the words take on their own identity. Nobody thinks of whipped milk fat soaring through the air
when we say butterfly. You picture the beautiful, winged insect.
Ekklesia is used 115 times in the New Testament. Of these,
it is improperly translated church in all but three verses. The
three remaining occurrences more accurately read as congregation or assembly, for that is what ekklesia means, “assembly.”
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Case closed, right? Church, assembly, congregation...it’s
all the same. Not so fast. It is a general truism that many Bible
words do not have definitions, so much as histories. Such is the
case when, centuries later, we reduce the fullness of ekklesia to
the rather flat “assembly.”
Bear in mind, Jesus could have employed a number of
worthy alternatives. He could have told Peter He would build
His family, bride, temple, army, kingdom. Likewise, if Jesus
had merely meant an assembly, He could have used other words
such as the verb sunago, which denotes the action of assembling, with its noun form, sunagoge, which denotes the meeting
place in which they assembled. This is the Synagogue of Jesus’
day, and it enjoyed high usage. It was by no means exclusively
Jewish or religious, just as ekklesia was not. It was simply a
useful word that over time came to be identified exclusively
with the Jewish culture and religion. In the common Greek of
the day, sunagoge clearly rivaled ekklesia as a generic term for
assembly if that is what Jesus wanted. But He didn’t pick that
word. Why? I believe it relates to the function of this particular
assembly—the ekklesia—which was practically, linguistically
and culturally intrinsic to the word, though these ideas are not
conveyed by the literal interpretation. You see, the ekklesia was
not just an assembly, it was a ruling assembly. It was governmental. By the time of Christ, having been used in this sense for
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approximately 500 years, ekklesia had specific, well-acknowledged connotations. According to Oskar Seyffert’s Dictionary
of Classical Antiquities, ekklesia was originally used to describe “the assembly of the people, which in Greek cities had
the power of final decision in public affairs.”17 It was the principal assembly of the Athenian government, which eventually
became the model of government for city-states throughout the
Hellenized world. Eventually, this included the Roman world of
Judea.
Ekklesia has both a Greek and Hebrew background. We
know this because the Greek translation, called the Septuagint,
helps us. This translation was widely used in New Testament
times, and is quoted word-for-word by a number of the New
Testament writers. From that fact alone, Christ's disciples
would have been familiar with the word. By comparing, we see
that the idea of ekklesia was common to the Hebrew mind due
to the various times and places God assembled the nation of
Israel, such as in the giving of the Law at Sinai.
“Remember the day you stood before the Lord
your God at Horeb, when the Lord said to me, ‘Assemble the people to Me, that I may let them hear My
words so they may learn to fear Me all the days they
live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.’” (Deut. 4:10)
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Later, in Deuteronomy 9:10 and 18:16 this is called “the
day of the assembly (qahal)” or in the Septuagint, “the day of
the ekklesia.” So, at the gathering of Sinai, we witness the first
ekklesia in Israel's history. Utilizing the Principle of First Occurrence, we see that the Hebrew qahal and Greek ekklesia refer to a summoned people, assembling together to receive God’s
law, and act upon it. While we can homiletically apply this to
the idea of personal discipleship, the later understanding of
ekklesia’s governmental function forces different conclusions.
• The “ekklesia in the wilderness” (Acts 7:38) was led by
Moses, the Lawgiver. The ekklesia of grace is led by
Christ, the Law-Fulfiller
• The Old Covenant ekklesia first assembled around Mount
Sinai to receive the Law of God; thereby covenantal identity. The New Covenant ekklesia first assembled around
Christ, and from Him received the commission to take His
rulership into the earth as a covenantal community
• The Old Covenant ekklesia was summoned by the voice
of thunder and trumpets. The New Covenant ekklesia was
summoned by the voice of Christ
As William Barclay notes, “The Septuagint...translates the
Hebrew word qahal, which again comes from a root which
means ‘to summon’ it is regularly used for the ‘assembly’ or
‘congregation’ of Israel...In the Hebrew sense it, therefore,
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means God’s people, called together by God, in order to listen
to or act for God.”
For this reason, Barclay observes, “In a certain sense the
word ‘congregation’ loses a certain amount of the essential
meaning because qahal and ekklesia are both, clearly, summoned together for a purpose, rather than merely assembling
because they have chosen to come together.”18
The form of ekklesia in the Greek-speaking world
A large body of secular references to the ekklesia help us
understand what the term meant.
The participants of the ekklesia were:
• All male citizens over the age of 18 (obviously, the
ekklesia of Christ includes both men and women, but
secular history points to a certain masculine strength
the ekklesia is meant to display in spiritual matters)
• Up to 6,000 in number (comprising a quorum)
The functions of the ekklesia were:
• To actively participate in legislation
• Election of officials, including strategoi (military generals) and other, such as archons (chief magistrates of
the city-state)
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• The banishment of citizens
• Judicial decisions, though in limited cases
• “In legal co-operation with the senate, the Ekklesia had
the final decision in all matters affecting the supreme
interests of the state, as war, peace, alliances, treaties,
the regulation of army and navy, finances, loans, tributes, duties, prohibition of exports or imports, the introduction of new religious rites and festivals, the awarding of honors and rewards, and the conferring of the
citizenship.”19
This ruling council typically met three to four times a
month. The ordinary assembly, Ekklesia kuriai, was generally
pre-scheduled and covered routine business of state. Special
assemblies were called ekklesia sugklrtoi and met as needed for
emergencies or other pressing concerns. All qualified persons
were expected to participate. In comparing the secular application of ekklesia to the ruling council which Jesus convened,
Barclay observes, “The summons was not to any selected few;
it was a summons from the State to every man to come and to
shoulder his responsibilities; it was a summons from God to
every man to come and to listen to and to act on the word of God.”

The responsibilities each member was asked to shoulder
came with real and collective power to enforce the will of the
ekklesia within the community. In the Apology of Socrates, Pla-
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to refers to an incident in which the ekklesia decided to make a
group of naval commanders stand trial in one group. Though
each of the men had the right to be tried individually, the ekklesia decided otherwise. The commanders were condemned, and
some, executed. This incident serves to reveal how the ekklesia
was, in a certain sense, all-powerful in the Athenian democratic
system. “Apart from the fact that its decisions must conform to
the laws of the State, its powers were to all intents and purposes
unlimited.”20
While it is beyond the scope of this work to fully defend
what follows, the theological and linguistic contortions that
must be performed to adopt church into a Christian worldview
are sizable and humorous. Because we are using a false word,
we have to add on numerous modifiers to make sure people
understand what Jesus meant. So we speak of the “local...visible...true...militant” church. It would be nonsensical to speak of
these things with reference to the ekklesia, because each of
these concepts is either explicitly embedded or, at the very
least, familiar to the usage.
Furthermore, the apostle Paul was very skilled in the Greek
of his day. If he felt another word might have added to our understanding, he could have replaced ekklesia with another
word. Instead, he repeatedly used the same word, because “as a
wise master builder” (1 Cor. 3:10) he sought to build on the true
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foundation of Christ. Likewise, the writer of Hebrews, and the
apostles James and John employed the same word, over and
over and over again.
Contrasting the common view of church with what has
been presented thus far will likely produce one of three reactions among readers:
1. You are unimpressed – In this view, it all sounds synonymous. Since we understand one meaning of church
to be “congregation,” isn’t this all just mincing words,
i.e. “Church, assembly, what's the difference? We all
know what we mean. Let’s not major on minors.”
2. You are mad – In this view, it all sounds dangerously
disrespectful to the institution of the church. Our traditional language is fine, thank you very much. Or perhaps a different cause for anger is the feeling of been
tricked or misled. Whatever the cause, you’re getting a
little uncomfortable with where all this is going.
3. You are intrigued – It sounds like perhaps we’re saying
the whole system is wrong, and while you don’t have
the facts yet, you cherish the details of the Word above
your traditions, and you want to understand more.
By way of response, I must admit in investigating and
learning about these things, as a reader of my own work, I myself fall into the second category, feeling a bit duped. Why
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haven’t we ever been taught this stuff? As the author, however,
I’ll respond to the above concerns by noting that the words
church (kuriakos oikas) and assembly (ekklesia) are only superficially synonymous and no, that’s not good enough. Yes, the
system appears to be fundamentally flawed, being built on
falsehoods—regardless how much we cherish our notions of
church. Personally, I can only conclude that it is high time to
get this right. Too much is at stake, including the integrity of
divine revelation. “The words of the Lord are pure words; as
silver tried in a furnace on the earth, refined seven times” (Psa.
12:6). We must reclaim the pure Word of God, without bias or
predisposition. Again, ekklesia is in red letters. Jesus was the
first person to introduce the term in the New Testament, and I
believe He was intentional in His choice of words. Unless we
are wiser than the Master Builder, we have no right to deviate
from His blueprints.
In summary, the ekklesia was by definition a governmental
assembly. The authority and function of the assembly is fundamental to properly understanding what Jesus inaugurated in
Mat. 16:18. Finally, if this chapter is true, the thought of willfully continuing to play church rather than “shouldering our
responsibilities” as duly summoned representatives of God’s
ruling council must become abhorrent to us. Let us repent, and
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cooperate with God in the administration of His kingdom on
planet earth.
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9

RECLAIMING OUR
JOB DESCRIPTION

I

n this final chapter, allow me to summarize my central thesis and also restate a few key questions. First, in light of the

cosmic war, the ekklesia are meant to exercise Christ’s dominion over Satan by exerting kingdom-level authority on earth
through the agency of prayer. This is generally what it means to
rule. In light of that premise…
1.

Is the agenda and self-identity of the Church sufficient for this mission?

2.

Has “church culture” produced a right mindset in the
people of God?

3.

Are we properly allocating our time and resources?

4.

Do we have clarity of vision?

5.

Are we organizing our meetings and services around
this great enterprise?

Personally, I fear not. What do you think? I think we remain too rooted in the identity of the first Adam, who also
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failed the job description of dominion. When Adam abdicated,
Satan began to reign on earth with an iron fist. The world was
so immediately plunged into darkness that just a few generations later, God had to wipe out the entire species and start over
again with Noah. Yet God didn’t alter His original intent for
humanity. Thus, in every slice of redemptive history, we see
God calling His people back to their rightful place of rulership.
In the Garden, Eve was promised the seed of a ruler who
would “bruise (Satan) on the head, and you shall bruise him on
the heel” (Gen. 3:15). This prophesy is restated in Psalm 110,
where the enemies of the Messiah are made His footstool. From
the very beginning, God promises that the authority Adam forfeited will be restored.
Next, Abraham was granted an exalted, divine patronage. It
modern terminology, we might call it “Favored Nation” status.
God’s language of covenant toward his friend is full of outrageous blessings, protection and rulership: “I will make you a
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great;
and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless
you, and the one who curses you I will curse...and kings shall
come forth from you” (Gen. 12:2-3, 16:6).
In honor of His promise to Abraham, when Egypt oppressed God’s favored nation, He rescued them from Egypt in
the most sensational ways imaginable. The extraction plan was
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full of natural calamities that clearly expressed God’s dominion
over creation, false gods, injustice, and Pharaoh. But divine
dominion was only a case in point. Later, in the promises of
Deuteronomy 28:1-14, Yahweh makes it clear that the children
of Israel are also meant to exercise mastery over every sphere
of life. If they would but follow God and obey Him, “all these
blessings shall come upon you”:
• Blessings wherever you live (v. 3)
• Blessings of increase: children, harvest, herd (v. 4)
• Blessings on provision and food (v. 5)
• Blessed at home and away from home (v. 6)
• Enemies will be defeated and forced to flee (v. 7)
• Future provisions will be safeguarded, labors will be
favored (v. 8)
• They will be established as holy before the Lord (v. 9)
• Act as a faithful witness to others, earning their respect
(v. 10)
• Abound in prosperity: children, harvest, herd (v. 11)
• They will lack famine and drought, rain will be plentiful (v. 12)
• Resources will exceed need, so that they can lend and
never need to borrow (v. 12)
• They will be made the head, not the tail; be above, not
beneath (v. 13)
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This is an amazing list, but it is also highly conditional because it is based on a covenant of works. As previously explained in Course 1 and Course 2 (covering the total superiority
of the New Covenant and the promise of our new creation life
in Christ), while Deuteronomy 28 paints a startlingly clear picture of productive, successful living under the blessing of God,
it remains inferior to the promises of the new covenant because
the benefit was transient. To the degree that the Old Covenant
was dependent on human performance to secure these blessings
rather than the divine provision of Christ (in the finished work
of the Cross and His indwelling Holy Spirit), it was, and is, inferior (Heb. 8:13). That’s why when you read that list you are
tempted to disbelieve, because you innately know how often
you fail. This is also why true ekklesia effectiveness and maturity can only come through radical and ongoing revelation of
Christ. As we stay rooted in grace and become individually
transformed into His likeness, we can corporately represent His
full authority in greater and greater measure.
In any case, God is committed to building a nation of kings
and priests who understand and express His rule. As others
have said, we are being “trained to reign.”
And so the history lesson continues with Joshua, who not
only conquered Jericho, but displaced all other nations.21 God
promised him, “Every place on which the sole of your foot
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treads, I have given it to you...No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life...that you may have success
wherever you go” (Josh. 1:3-7) In one instance, God promised
Joshua victory over the Amorites. When it looked like some of
the enemy might escape, Joshua cried out to God for a miracle.
He did not want victory, he wanted total dominion! In response,
God moved miraculously to support Joshua’s zeal for rulership
to the point of raining large hailstones and stopping both sun
and moon “until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies” (Josh. 10:13). The Bible says there was no day like it,
when the Lord “listened to the voice of a man” (v. 14). This is
the heart of God, that we partner with him in prayer so that
through us He can demonstrate the triumph of Lord Sabaoth.
We speak and He listens, unleashing the armies of heaven, dethroning rulers, bringing ruin to His enemies.
Later still in redemptive history, King David came to embody Messiah to such a degree that Christ was called the Son of
David.22 The fact that Messiah occupies a human throne
(David’s) means in part that His rulership is expressed in tangible, material, human terms. Jesus, the son of David, touched
people. As a man, He touched lepers and the lame, He healed
eyes and released demoniacs from their torment. As a man, He
challenged oppressive rulers and their rules. He shifted regions
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and cities with breakthroughs of the kingdom. He demonstrated
the dominion man had lost.
For this reason, the prophets of the Old Testament were
fixated on the Messiah, because they fundamentally understood
that His rule would also restore Israel to her glory, and dominion to the people. The lost blessings of Abraham—lost to Assyria, Babylon and Rome—would be restored. In true Davidic
fashion, as when David’s victory over Goliath became the people’s victory, the natural consequence of Messiah’s rule was
understood to transfer to the entire nation. Daniel foresaw a
time when “the sovereignty, the dominion, and the greatness of
all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the
people of the saints of the Highest One” (Dan. 7:27).
Finally, Revelation confirms both the total victory of Christ
and the fulfillment of man’s role as Overcomers.23 Reigning
with Christ on earth is the destiny of redeemed humanity.
“And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and
priests to our God; and they will reign upon the
earth...over these the second death has no power, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with Him for a thousand years” (Rev. 5:10; 20:6).

Our roles as kings, priests and judges actually describe
spheres of rulership. The Priest was essentially ruler of
covenantal relationship. He was given dominion in the form of
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rituals, wave offerings, an altar and a washing bowl, all for the
purpose of atonement. The priest was given authority to restore
broken relationship. He was the channel of forgiveness for both
national and individual guilt. Judges ruled the covenantal society. Using dominion tools of a fair scale, the Law of Moses and
an impartial heart, judges served to safeguard ethical business
practice. They refused bribes, honored tribal and familial land
boundaries, and also made sure orphans and widows had a
voice. In criminal matters, they guaranteed that the accused
were not unfairly conspired against, that witnesses were true.
Finally, the king was ruler of the covenantal nation. Whereas
priests and judges assured the rule of righteousness internally,
the chief mandate of the king was to overcome foreign invaders, secure the peace, and enforce the values and priorities
of the nation externally. Literally, the crown and the scepter
were the king’s dominion tools.
Sacrifice, judgment and war. These were how the people of
God understood rulership.

The Increase of His Government
The work of salvation is not the end of our purpose, it is
barely the beginning. Since our primary allegiance is to Jesus,
the particular geopolitical or ethnic distinctions of our natural
birth must become subservient to the ultimate mission of our
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new birth. We carry different credentials for the sake of a
transnational purpose. There is no place our renewing, transformative influence is not to be felt. As the invisible government of planet earth, the ekklesia form a sovereign nation within and above every other nation and tasked with a manifesto
that transcends all local politics. The King of all kings has
commissioned us with a task: prepare the earth as a footstool
for His feet. Thus, all nations come under our governance as the
ekklesia precisely so that all nations can eventually come under
His.
This means we must put our feet in the ugly places, i.e. the
gates of Hades. We must put our feet in the sex trafficking areas, the refugee camps, cultic centers and shrines to false gods.
We must target cities and regions with strategic potential for the
sake of multiplied impact. We must identify kings in the spirit,
both natural and demonic. Kings of the seven mountains. Kings
of wickedness. Kings of lies and corruption. Kings in the heavens — principalities and powers. We must walk the land to
learn its secrets. And then we must engage.
Engagement is not a passive process, but involves overcoming the deep and systematic resistance of a global, spiritual
empire committed to the ruthless expansion of darkness and
perversity. If we don’t expand the Kingdom of Heaven, we will
cede territory by default.
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But I have good news. Deeply good news. Jesus promised
to build something, and He will see it built. We have built the
church, but in these days of “the restoration of all things” —
Jesus will build His ekklesia. His government.
“And of the increase
of His government
and of peace,
there shall be no end” (Isa. 9:7).
Even so, Lord, come.
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